
SERMON - BRING THE CHILDREN TO JESUS - Dan Mayfield  (scripture: 1 Peter 3:20-21) 
 
"15And  they  were bringing even  their babies to Him so that He  would touch them, but when  the disciples saw it, they  began 
rebuking  them.  16But Jesus  called  for them, saying, “Permit the  children  to come to  Me, and do not  hinder  them, for  the 
kingdom  of  God  belongs to such  as  these.  17“Truly  I say to you, whoever  does not receive the kingdom of  God like a child 
will not  enter  it  at  all. " Luke 18:15-17  

1. Children are a gift, a heritage, and a stewardship of a precious soul into our hands.  
a. "3Behold, children  are  a gift of  the LORD, The  fruit of the  womb is a  reward. 4Like arrows in the hand of  a 

warrior,  So are the children  of one’s youth.  5How blessed  is the man  whose quiver is full of them; They  will 
not  be ashamed When  they  speak with their enemies in  the  gate." Psalm 127:3-5. 

b. From the Beginning, a child is created by male and female union. Eve said, "1Now the 
man  had  relations  with  his wife Eve, and  she conceived  and gave birth  to  Cain, and she said, “I have gotten 
a  manchild with  the  help of the LORD.” Gen. 4:1 

2. No one did it perfect.  To those who justify. 
a. To such words, I think, "were you a perfect parent then?'  
b. Even a pebble dropped in the water doesn't say it didn't make waves in the water. Every 

choice you made for your child affected him. Every selfish moment had an effect. Every 
weakness he saw you justify in your life was an influence on him. Those times that you 
put school, money, sports, job, or entertainment ahead of doing even the most 
rudimentary activities of the church had an impression on him. Every mean word made 
a mark. Who can say they didn't do anything to make their children what they are?  

c. For anyone, myself included, to suggest that his example of being light or darkness had 
nothing to do with where the children went may be the height of ego and 
self-justification. 

3. A Few Things for Consideration 
a. When marriage was being abandoned, God said, "But  not one has done so who  has a  remnant 

of  the  Spirit.  And what did  that  one do  while he  was seeking  a godly offspring ? Take heed then to your 
spirit, and  let  no one  deal treacherously  against the wife of your youth." Mal. 2:15. 

i. God loves children and made things such that they would be cared for and 
blessed by their parents.  

b. Innocent children often suffer because of their parents. 
i. Our choices can affect our children's future: "16Make yourself bald and cut  off  your hair, 

Because  of the  children  of your delight;  Extend  your baldness like the eagle, For they will go from 
you into exile. " Micah 1:16 

ii. Abortion is the killing of a person with his unique DNA, blood, fingerprints, eyes, 
and a soul.  " For you  created  my inmost  being;  you knit  me together  in my  mother’s womb." 
Psalm 139:13 

iii. This is why parents are told not to hinder their children in any way from coming to 
Jesus, Mt 19. 

c. Be the Force to Encourage: Parents Often It Seems are A Stumbling Block. 
i. “And  whoever  receives one such  child  in  My  name receives Me; 6but  whoever  causes one of  these 

little ones  who  believe in  Me  to  stumble, it  would  be  better  for  him to have a heavy  millstone hung 
around  his  neck, and  to be drowned  in  the depth of the  sea ." (Mt 18:5,6) 

ii. When Jesus said not to be a stumbling block to children, the first stumbling block 
to children is parents (Mt. 18). Parents have to stay engaged and lead their 
children.  

iii. So many parents - and I see this way too often - allow their children to make 
choices and decisions they ought not be making. They allowed their children to 
choose between life and death, health and sickness, and heaven and hell.  



d. Give Them the Hope: The words of Paul for fathers not to exasperate their children so 
that they don't give up are ignored (Col. 3:21). Our choices as father can strengthen our 
children or they can make them turn to the world for answers. Jesus said love is the 
core of the two greatest commandments. The first, and this is in order, is to love God. 
The second is to love our fellow man, including the little precious children. But sin is 
prevalent and it is a fact that many parents love their children out of order; they love 
their children first and then God. Children notice.  

e. Let Your Children Know They are Second: After God.  
Without giving it much thought, parents are making their children to be above God. 
Jesus said He was to be first. "If anyone comes to Me, and does not  hate his own father and mother 
and  wife  and  children... .", said Jesus, such people cannot be His disciple (Luke 14:26). The 
little children may be small but they are not dumb. They know who is in charge: them 
first. And this is a cause for children going astray. 

f. Start Early.  
The Bible says to train them up when they are young. Why? Because that's when they 
are impressionable and innocent. Concrete that's already set is going to need a lot of 
arduous chiseling to change it and that is a much harder job than if the process began 
with a mold and the concrete was poured into it. Then the work later is much easier. 
And so when parenting, know what God wants from you as a parent and from them as 
children, and then follow His mold. 

i. We are  to  diligently  teach them, Moses says, "4“Hear, O Israel! The LORD  is our  God, the LORD is 
one! 5“You  shall love the  LORD  your  God  with all your  heart  and with all  your soul and with all your 
might.  6“These  words, which  I am commanding you today, shall be on your  heart. 7“You  shall teach 
them  diligently  to  your  sons and  shall talk of them when you sit  in your  house and when  you walk 
by  the  way  and  when  you lie down and  when  you rise  up. 8“You  shall bind them as a  sign on your 
hand  and  they shall be as frontals on  your forehead.  9“You  shall write them on  the doorposts of 
your  house and  on  your  gates." Deut. 6:4-9 

4. A Practical Approach to that Important Transition to Adulthood:  
Relationships and Aiding them to Move to the Next Stage of their Own Family: 

a. Years ago, a carload of high school boys drove up to the house and one came to the 
door to ask if one of my daughters could go driving with them. I said no and he left very 
kindly. Coincidentally, I happened to be holding a 30/30 (not aimed) when I opened the 
door. 

b. Do parents of teens want to see their son find a girlfriend at age 12? Do they want their 
daughters having a "steady" boyfriend, spending more time with someone who doesn't 
share the family values, knowing in this day and age they are going to be having sexual 
relations long before they can commit to marriage? All the other kids at school may be 
passing notes, staying on the phone, texting, sexting!, and so many people think it's 
healthy and natural for their teen children to get involved in a heavy relationship, but is 
that God's will? 

c. Let me tell you something: it's stupid and playing with fire. 
d. Too much drama is being allowed into these children's lives. Parents who allow their 

children to get involved with a boyfriend or girlfriend, when they are years away from 
being able to handle a mature relationship, are going to have great sorrow. 

e. I remember years ago watching a boy and girl in their early teens getting very intimate. 
The two were inseparable. And the parents thought it was cute and encouraged it. It 
became sexual and they had a child. They married in their teens but it eventually broke 
up. When the two were very young and when it was all beginning, it was clearly going to 
be a train wreck with a lot of casualties. But the parents acted like it was normal and 
facilitated the children being together. 



f. When my kids were teens, I said, where do you think a relationship at this age is going 
to go? You have years to go before you can marry. You have high school; you have 
college. A sixteen year old boy came to the house one time so he could ask us parents 
if he could see our daughter. We interviewed him for an hour and a half, literally. We 
told him he could come to church and he could come to the house and get to know the 
family. Our daughter sat on the couch next to him through the interview and wasn't 
bothered at all. It was just the way it had to be. Then the boy made a big mistake. It 
turned out he didn't like our rules. He didn't have anything to do with my daughter the 
next day. And it was just the message my daughter needed to see that the boy was just 
the typical worldly boy. She wasn't broken up. She was better than that. And it all 
worked out just fine. God brought a very good man into her life and now they have a 
beautiful family She's happily married now and has five children. Her husband is a doing 
the Lord's work. 

g. Parents, be the thing your teen children are involved with. Get them into their school. 
Take control. If they try to make the rules, and they will try, do not bend. They will thank 
you later. Let them make friends, healthy friendships, that aren't so serious. There will 
be time later for the serious stuff when they are looking for a godly man or woman. 

5. Don't misunderstand… 
a. To older parents, I'm not your judge. The past is past. Be the best you can.  
b. To young parents with children yet to be impressed upon, takes these words to heart. 

Do your own house cleaning. Draw near to God. Put Him first. Be aware that your 
children are watching if you pray first before meals. They are watching if you come 
home from worship and practice what was preached. They are hungry for more than 
treats and toys and electronics. Feed their spirit because that is your job. Talk to 
parents who have raised their children to walk faithfully with God and seek their advice. 
Do not ask advice from others because for whatever reason, they cannot tell you what 
they did. 

c. Of course, this is a challenging lesson. It's prayer time hard. It's sit up late into the night 
and think it through kind of hard. It's you are going to lose some hair kind of serious. It's 
that serious.  

d. No one is going to be perfect and God will make up the difference. 
e. Pray. Always be improving. Be honest in your faith. Exemplify the Christian life.  
f. We parents need to take this matter seriously and make no excuses.  

i. The real issue is the compromising of Bible principles, the justifying of the 
compromising, and the defensiveness for the justifying. Ignore the protest that 
this is just adding a burden to parents who are already saddened about their 
children not walking with God. Truth is truth and it brings its own impact. These 
parents just need to take a breath, pray, and as I have already said, decide to do 
what they can to effect change in their children in the future. 

6. Look to God for Your Example:  We can learn so much from the Heavenly Father.  
a. God  is the Father of lights who does us no harm, James 1.  
b. He gives us fish when hungry, not a stone, Mt 7:9-11. 
c. He disciplines us for our good, Heb 12:10.  
d. And He loves us to offer free salvation. "1See how  great  a love the Father  has bestowed on  us, that 

we  would be  called  children  of  God; and  such  we are. For  this reason the world does not  know us, because it 
did  not  know  Him.  2Beloved, now  we are  children of God, and  it has not  appeared as yet what we will be. 
We know that  when  He  appears, we  will be  like  Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3And everyone 
who  has  this  hope  fixed  on  Him purifies himself, just as He is pure."  (1 John 3:1-3). 

e. Lastly, he will hold us accountable for how we handled the stewardship of children.  
f. He will not abandon us. He will teach us how to live and have the abundant life. 



 


